
 

 
 

City of Huntington Woods 
Senior Advisory Committee 
Thursday, January 21, 2021 

Minutes 
 

1. Call to order:  Remote meeting called to order at 3:32 p.m. 
 

Present:  Chris Smith,  Lora Frankel, Heidi Coffman, Greg Gmerek, Lenny Newman, 
Recreation Director Mary Gustafson, Outreach Coordinator Jen Furlong, Librarian 
Joanne Johnson, City Manager Amy Sullivan. 
 
Excused:  Melissa Gadd 
 

2. Committee member introduction and welcome to Lora Frankel and Heidi Coffman. 
 

3. Selection of Chair and minute-taker:  Lenny volunteered to chair the meetings and Amy 
will continue to take minutes. 

 
4. Approval of agenda: Moved by Chris and seconded by Greg to approve the agenda as 

presented.  Approved unanimously. 
   
5. Approval of minutes of the December 16, 2020 meeting:  Moved by Greg and seconded 

by Lenny to approve the minutes as presented.  Approved unanimously. 
 

6. Public participation:  Susan Ruttenberg asked for clarification on the durable medical 
loan equipment closet.  Loans are being made but donations are being discouraged 
because the city buildings are not open to the public at this time for dropping off. 

 
7. Oakland County Senior Advisory Council:  No update at this time as a new 

representative has not been named.  Jen provided information on how to “save a spot” 
for the COVID vaccine through the Health Department.  Amy said the City was trying to 
make arrangements for vaccinations to be made at the Recreation Center in the same 
manner as the flu shot clinic but with the shortage of vaccine doses, no date has been 
set. 
 

8. Items of Business 
 

A. Senior contact outreach initiative:  Amy provided a description of this initiative for 
the new committee members. 

 



B. Recreation Center railing:  The railing was installed this week and Amy showed the 
committee a photo of the railing.  
 

C. UM project reports – Amy will send the new committee members a link to the U of 
M studies. 
 
Social and community services – Melissa, Chris, Lenny 
Lenny described the different programs and services that the subcommittee was 
working on.  The committee agreed to discuss activities for Older American’s month 
in May at the next meeting. 
 
Transportation and mobility –Greg 
Greg brought the new committee members up to date on the different projects the 
subcommittee was looking into. 
 

9. Project updates 
 

A. Senior/student interactions upcoming programs:  No update.   
 

B. Holiday lunch recap:  Lenny provided a recap to this successful event. 
 

C. HARP and concierge program:  There have no requests since the last meeting.  Heidi 
asked if there was any program in place for seniors who are unable to clear their 
sidewalk after a snow fall?  Unfortunately there is  nothing as relying on students to 
help was too cumbersome a program to manage given the nature of snowstorms 
and school obligations. 
 

10. Recreation Department and Library Programming Update:  Both departments have a 
variety of virtual programming for residents and some aimed specifically at seniors. 

 
11. Other business:  Mary said the Hassig Park gazebo had been wrapped with heavy plastic 

to provide a windbreak for the seniors who meet there on Wednesdays when the 
weather is milder.  Lenny is trying to set up another technology clinic with Berkley 
students that can be done virtually instead of in-person.  Jen announced she is 
compiling a data base of residents who are 60+ with contact info and has 800 names so 
far.  Greg said that despite the cold weather, they are still playing pickleball after they 
clear the courts and said thanks to the City for keeping the nets up during the winter. 

 
12. Next meeting:  February 18, 2021. 

 
13. Meeting adjourned at 5:01 p.m. 

 
 


